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Discussion outline

• Why am doing this?
– All public information
– One view of this issue

• Chronology of litigation
– The players
– The Guidant litigation history

• Aspen HealthCare Metrics
• ECRI

– “The musical”



Guidant hq
Judge Harvey Bartle
Eastern District of PA
(no pic)

Guidant litigation:
The players

Doug Boettge
Leonard Street & Deinard
Attorney for Aspen

Judge Donovan Frank
US District Judge
District of Minnesota
(no pic)

John Bardis
CEO Medassets
Alpharetta, 
Georgia

Gerard Nolting
Faegre and Benson
Attorney for Guidant

Arlen Spector
PA Senator- R. Chuck Grassley

IA Senator R.

Aspen Healthcare Metrics
Englewood, Colorado

Eileen McGinnity
Dan Piro
Aspen Healthcare Metrics

Ron Dollens
CEO, 
Guidant

Paul Levy
Public Citizen

Joyce Meyers
Attorney for ECRI

Jim Tobin
CEO, Boston 
Scientific

Jeff Lerner
CEO ECRI
Plymouth 
Meeting PA



Guidant’s business 2003-2005



Chronology of Guidant Litigation on medical device 
pricing transparency

• Guidant complaint 
against Aspen, August 
2004
– Tortious interference 

with contracts
– “Misappropriation of 

trade secrets”
• Aspen counterclaim
• March 2005: Guidant 

includes restrictive 
language on invoices

• “Partial summary 
judgement” in favor of 
Guidant (February 2006)

• April 2006: Boston 
Scientific buys Guidant

• Trial scheduled to start in 
May 2006

• Aspen/Guidant settle 
(May 15, 2006)

• May 4, 2006:ECRI sues Guidant 
for declaratory judgement that 
prices are not “trade secrets”

• June, 2006: Guidant countersues
and tries to move the trial to 
Minneapolis

• October, 2006: Guidant removes 
restrictive language on invoices

• July 2007: Judge Harvey Bartle
denies Guidant’s request to move 
venue

• October 2007: Arlen Spector, 
Chuck Grassley introduct SB 2221, 
“Medical Device Pricing 
Transparency Act” requiring 
manufacturers to report their 
prices. 

• Trial scheduled to start December 
3, 2007

• November, 2007: Guidant and 
ECRI settle



Guidant’s restrictive language on invoices—March 
2005-October 2006



Guidant defibrillator prices

Published in Orthopedic Network News, April 2006



French prices 
of Guidant 
defibrillators

Guidant H197

Price: 16,500 Euros



Other references
• Medassets IPO document: Notification that litigation of 

Guidant lawsuit cost $15mm (see page 8 of Form S-1, 
filed 12/11/2007):
– http://www.sec.gov/Archives/edgar/data/1254419/000095014407

011031/g08891a7sv1za.htm
• “Pacer chronology” of Guidant/Aspen Litigation: 452 

entries
– http://www.orthopedicnetworknews.com/litigation/guidantvaspen

docket.htm
• “Pacer chronology” of ECRI/Guidant litigation: 99 entries

– http://www.orthopedicnetworknews.com/litigation/2008-04-
01completeecridocket.doc

• Other complaints editorials:
– ECRI
– Orthopedic Network News


